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His own purposes, and we bow in solemn gratitude that when in distributing favors to nations He willed that victory belonged to the flag of America. We thank God not only for the victories that have come, but for the certainty which results from this war that America has within herself the elements of greatness, the courage, the patriotism, the will to die for country, which are the necessary qualities in the formation of a great people. We have to thank God for this fact that America today before the nations of the world stands erect, a great power amidst those nations, meriting and obtaining homage from them. We thank God that this greatness has come to America because of the ideals which we believe that Providence has assigned to her, and in view of which Providence has willed that she conquer.
Why has God given to us victory and greatness? It is not that we take pride in our power. It is not that we gather in for our pleasures the wealth of the world. It is that Almighty God has assigned to this republic the mission of putting before the world the ideal of popular liberty, the ideal of the high elevation of all humanity. To ancient Rome, without her seeking, a great mission was allotted. It was to prepare the world for the coming of the Saviour, and when nations were at peace because Rome commanded, when highways led out from the Roman forum to the farthest coast of Britain and of Egypt, Christ was born and his apostle entered into the city of Rome, the site of the new empire. So God to-day has chosen America for a high purpose, to exemplify before the world popular liberty and popular government, and through such liberty and such government the elevation of humanity at large.
It is not surely our belief that these great ideals shall be realized for the world merely through material wealth or material power. Above material wealth and material power virtue of the heart is needed, a submission of mind to God's truth is needed, but God, who rules all things and who has chosen this country for great purposes, will know how to bring to the country the graces which she needs to fulfil the mission assigned to her. For all those favors to America we thank Thee, God of nations, we thank Thee, Father Supreme, we pledge ourselves to be loyal to all Thy great designs, and to co-operate with Thy omnipotence in making America the nation which Thou thyself